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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-62 are subject to examination. Claims 1-31 and 41-47 are cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 32-40 and 48-62 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 32-40 and 48-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Becker et al. (hereinafter Becker)(US 6, 591, 263 B1). 
Referring to claim 32, 

Becker teaches a method of storing and identifying a route, comprising the steps of: 
describing a first location; describing a second location; receiving a route-identifier 
from a user interface, wherein the rout- identifier identifies a route between the first 
location and the second location; and storing the route-identifier received from the user 
interface (col. 5, line 45-55," FIG. 1). Data elements are collected/captured for their 
personal profile for uniquely identifying the traveler, their personal travel route(s) and 
their preferred notification criteria and communication device(s) for information delivery. 
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Each route defined within the profile contains a description, origin, multi-modal path and 
destination. Customers may register particular route(s) for automatic notification. The 
notification criteria includes the preferred delivery device (e.g., telephone, fax, pager, e- 
mail, etc.) and the day(s) of week and time(s) of day that travel on the route is 
anticipated.", Fig. 1, element 40, Fig.5) 
Referring to claim 33, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 32, further comprising; retrieving the route-identifier 
to identify the route, (col. 6, line 7-22) 
Referring to claim 34, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 32. further comprising: requesting information 
about the route, (col. 6, line 7-22) 
Referring to claim 35, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 34 wherein, the information is selected from the 
group consisting of: traffic information, weather information, travel information and 
information about other objects on the route. (Fig. 1, element 50) 
Referring to claim 36, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 32 further comprising: receiving information about 
the route, (col. 6, line 9-22) 
Referring to claim 37, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 36 wherein the information is selected from the 
group consisting of: traffic information, weather information, travel information and 
information about other objects on the route. (Fig. 1, element 50) 
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Referring to claim 38, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 32 wherein the first location is describe using 
measurements selected from the group consisting of: a latitude and longitude 
measurement, a cell phone identification, a bookmarked location, an address, a pair of 
cross-sleds, a combined city/stat/country identification, a street address; a highway exit 
number, a highway exit number combined with a city/state identification, a highway road 
marker number, a. highway road marker number combined with a city/state 
identification, a landmark, a landmark combined with a city/state identification, and an 
existing route, (col. 6, line 9-22, Fig. 3, col. 9, line 34-48) 
Referring to claim 39, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 32 wherein the second location is described using 
measurements selected from the group consisting of: a latitude and longitude 
measurement, a cell phone identification, a bookmarked location, an address, a pair of 
cross-streets, a combined city/state & country identification, a street address; a highway 
exit number, a highway exit number combined with a city/state identification, a highway 
road marker number, a highway toad marker number combined with a city/state 
identification, a landmark, a landmark combined with a city/state identification, and an 
existing route, (col. 6, line 9-22, Fig. 3, col. 9, line 34-48) 
Referring to claim 40, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 32 wherein the route is selected from the group 
consisting of: a fastest route, a shortest route, a simplest route, and a scenic route, (col. 
9, line 34-48, col. 10, line 55-65) 
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Referring to claim 48, 

Claim 48 is a claim to a computer readable medium storing a program that carries out 
the method to claim 32. Therefore claim 48 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 32. 

Referring to claim 49, 

Claim 49 is a claim to a computer readable medium storing a program that carries out 
the method to claim 33. Therefore claim 49 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 33. 

Referring to claim 50, 

Claim 50 is a claim to a computer readable medium storing a program that carries out 
the method to claim 34. Therefore claim 50 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 34. 

Referring to claims 51 and 52, 

Becker teaches the program of claim 51. further comprising: computer readable 
program code that retrieves the route-identifier to identify the route; computer readable 
program code that retrieves the intermediate-identifier to identify the intermediate 
location; and computer readable program code that provides information on the route 
based on the relationship of the intermediate-identifier to the route-identifier (Fig. 3, col. 
9, line 49-67) 
Referring to claim 53, 

Becker teaches the program of claim 51 , further comprising: 

computer readable program code that retrieves the route-identifier to identify the route; 
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computer readable program code that retrieves the intermediate-identifier to identify the 
intermediate location; and computer readable program code that provides information 
on the intermediate location based on the relationship of the intermediate identifier to 
the route-identifier. (Fig. 3, col. 9 t line 49-67) 
Referring to claim 54, 

Becker teaches a method of identifying a route at a communication node, comprising 
the steps of: receiving at the communication node a starting-identifier, wherein the 
starting-identifier identifies a starting location; receiving at the communication node a 
destination-identifier., wherein the destination-identifier identifies a destination location; 
receiving: a route-identifier from a user interface; storing the route-identifier received 
from the user interface at the communication node for later retrieval .(col. 5, line 45-55," 
FIG. 1). Data elements are collected/captured for their personal profile for uniquely 
identifying the traveler, their personal travel route(s) and their preferred notification 
criteria and communication device(s) for information delivery. Each route defined within 
the profile contains a description, origin, multi-modal path and destination. Customers 
may register particular route(s) for automatic notification. The notification criteria 
includes the preferred delivery device (e.g., telephone, fax, pager, e-mail, etc.) and the 
day(s) of week and time(s) of day that travel on the route is anticipated.", Fig. 1, element 
40, Fig.5) 

Referring to claim 55, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 54 further comprising: receiving the route-identifier 
at a browser to identify the route, (col. 6, line 7-22) 
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Referring to claim 56, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 54 further comprising: requesting information about 
the route wherein the information requested includes the route-identifier, (col. 6, line 7- 
22). 

Referring to claim 57, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 54 further comprising: transmitting information 
about the route from the communication node based on the route-identifier.( col. 5, line 
45-55). 

Referring to claim 58, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 54 wherein the route-identifier comprises a 
relationship between the starting- identifier and the destination- identifier^ col. 5, line 
45-55, Fig. 1, element 40, Fig.5) 
Referring to claim 59, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 58 wherein the relationship between the starting- 
identifier and the destination- identifier is a route between the starting location and the 
destination location, further comprising: retrieving the route- identifier from the 
communication node to identify the route; and transmitting information about the route 
from the communication node based on the route-identifier, (col. 5, line 45-55) 
Referring to claim 60, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 54 further comprising: receiving at the 
communication node at least one intermediate-identifier, wherein the intermediate- 
identifier defines an intermediate location.(Fig. 3, col. 9, line 49-67) 
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Referring to claim 61, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 54 further comprising: retrieving the route-identifier 
from tie communication node to identify the route; and transmitting information on the 
route based on the relationship of the intermediate identifier to the route-identifier(Fig. 3, 
col. 9, line 49-67) 
Referring to claim 62, 

Becker teaches the method of claim 54 further comprising: retrieving the route-identifier 
from the communication node to identify route; and transmitting information on the route 
based on the relationship of the intermediate identifier to the destination-identifier. (Fig. 
3, col. 9, line 49-67) 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 



Application/Control Number: 09/930,720 Page 
Art Unit: 2154 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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